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IN THE CLAIMS ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and Listings, of claims in the 
application: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of processing files including a first and 
second apparatuses, each apparatus for recording image data in a built in recording medium 
in a manner of complying with a file managing structure compatible with a DCF standard, 
and permitting the first and the second apparatus to mutually transmit the recorded image 
data therebetween, wherein 

a virtual directory name in a form not defined as the DCF standard can be set with 
respect to a directory recorded in each recording medium of the first and second apparatus in 
a manner of complying with the file managing structure compatible with the DCF standard, 

a virtual directory management file, wherein the virtual directory name is to be 
compatible with a directory name that corresponds to the virtual directory name and complies 
with the DCF standard, is formed, and 

the file on virtual directory management is to be maintained, although the image data 
is transmitted mutually between the first and second apparatus, wherein a directory having 
the file managing structure compatible with the DCF standard and the virtual directory 
management file not defined bv the DCF standard have different extensions . 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 9 wherein the first and second 
apparatus refer to the file on virtual directory management by specifying the virtual directory 
name and find a directory corresponding to the specified virtual directory name from the DCF 
standardized file managing structure recorded in the recording medium. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the first apparatus is 
a digital camera and the second apparatus is a personal computer. 
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5. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the first and second 
apparatuses are digital cameras. 

6. (Currently Amended) An apparatus of processing files including a first 
apparatus for recording image data in a built in recording medium in a manner of complying 
with a file managing structure compatible with a DCF standard, and a second apparatus, 
connected to the first apparatus in a manner capable of transmitting data, for recording image 
data in a built in recording medium in a manner of complying with a file managing structure . 
compatible with a DCF standard, comprising: 

input means for inputting and setting a virtual directory name in a form not defined as 
the DCF standard with respect to a directory recorded in each recording medium of the first 
and second apparatus in a manner of complying with the file managing structure compatible 
with the DCF standard; and 

recording means for defining the virtual directory name input by the input means as a 
recording name, forming a virtual directory management file, wherein the virtual directory 
name is to be compatible with a directory name that corresponds to the virtual directory name 
and complies with the DCF standard, and recording the file on virtual directory management 
in the recording medium, wherein 

the file on virtual directory management is to be maintained, whereas the image data 
is transmitted mutually between the first and second apparatus * wherein a directory having 
the file managing structure compatible with the DCF standard and the virtual directory 
management file not defined bv the DCF standard have different extensions. 

7. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the first and second apparatus 
comprise control means for referring to the file on virtual directory management by 
specifying the virtual directory name and finding a directory corresponding to the specified 
virtual directory name from the DCF standardized file managing structure recorded in the 
recording medium. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the first apparatus 
is a digital camera and the second apparatus is a personal computer. 
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10. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the first and 
second apparatuses are digital cameras. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus of processing files including a first 
appamtus for recording image data in a built in recording medium in a manner of complying 
with a file managing structure compatible with a DCF standard, and a second apparatus, 
connected to the first apparatus in a manner capable of transmitting data, for recording image 
data in a built in recording medium in a manner of complying with a file managing structure 
compatible with a DCF standard, comprising: 

an input section inputting and setting a virtual directory name in a form not defined as 
the DCF standard with respect to a directory recorded in each recording medium of the first 
and second apparatus in a manner of complying with the file managing structure compatible 
with the DCF standard; and 

a recording section defining the virtual directory name input by the input section as a 
recording name, forming a virtual directory management file, wherein the virtual directory 
name is to be compatible with a directory name that corresponds to virtual directory name 
and complies with the DCF standard, and recording the file on virtual directory management 
in the recording medium, wherein 

the file on virtual directory management is to be maintained, whereas the image data 
is transmitted mutually between the first and second apparatus , wherein a directory having 
the file mana ptqg structure compatible with the DCF standard and the virtual directory 
management file fl o t ftefin e4 by t ^ e DCF standard have different extensions . 

12. (Original) The apparatus according claim 1 1, wherein the first and second 
apparatus comprise control sections for referring to the file on virtual directory management 
by specifying the virtual directory name and find a directory corresponding to the specified 
virtual directory name from the DCF standardized file managing structure recorded in the 
recording medium. 

13. (Cancelled) 

1 4. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1 1 , wherein the first 
apparatus is a digital camera and the second apparatus is a personal computer. 

4 

PAGE m "RCVDAT1 2/7/2Q04 4:29:04 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 " DM$:«729306 ■ CSID:703 905 2500 1 DURATION (rnm-ss):02-03 



•12-07-04. 16:27 . . Frora-PI I Isbury Wlnthrop LLP 703-90S-2500 T-555 P. 007/008 F-947 

NAGAOKA -09/978,543 
Client/Matter: 008312-0283791 

1 5. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 1 1 , wherein the first and 
second apparatuses are digital cameras. 

16. (Currently Amended) A recording medium for file management in which 
image data is recorded in a manner of complying with a file managing structure compatible 
with a DCF standard, wherein 

a file on virtual directory management, wherein a virtual directory name in a form not 
defined as the DCF standard is to be compatible with a directory name that corresponds to the 
virtual directory name and complies with the DCF standard, is recorded with respect to a 
directory recorded in a manner of complying with the file managing structure compatible 
with the DCF standar d, wherein a directory having the file managing structure compatible 
with the DCF standard and the virtual directory management fite not defined by the DCF 
standard have different extensions . 

17. (Cancelled) 
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